
RELS 1200 (001-008) 
World Religions 
Hybrid / Online Synchronous / Discussion Breakout Sections are Face-to-Face 
Mondays or Wednesdays 10:10, 11:15, 12:20, 1:25, 2:30 / Tina Katsanos 
Understanding the news, deciphering memes, working with diverse groups of people, and 
analyzing history, politics, and ethics all require a grasp of the diversity of religions across 
the world. We will learn about a wide range of practices and concepts identified as 
"religion" while using that knowledge in weekly virtual problem-based discussion sections. 
- Cultural or Historical Analysis 
 

RELS 2000-0002                                                               

Shintoism 
TR 1:00-2:15 / Janna Shedd 
This course is a historical and cultural exploration of Japanese religious ideas and 

practices in the Shinto religion. A particular focus of the course will be on the  

relationships of Shinto-related mythology, ritual practices, interactions with the 

natural environment, and Japanese politics and history. We will also consider the influence and interac-

tions between Shinto and other major cultural influences such as Buddhism, Daoism, and popular culture.  

- Cultural or Historical Analysis 
 

RELS 2000-006 
Jesus in Islam 
TR 2:30-3:45 / Will Sherman 
This course introduces students to the Qur'an and traditions of Islam by focusing on 
the figures of Jesus and Mary. By exploring Qur'anic representations of Jesus and Mary 
as well as later theological, devotional, and Sufi mystical approaches to Jesus and 
Mary, students will learn how central aspects of Islamic traditions formed through 

representations of Jesus and Mary and in contact, dialogue, and rivalry with other monotheistic religions.   
- Textual or Historical Analysis 
 

RELS 2102-001                                    

Introduction to Asian Religions 
TR 2:30-3:45 / Janna Shedd 
This course is an introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, and Daoism. We will  

cover many of the major fundamental concerns, myths, gods, and practices of these 

religions both in their classical formulations and in their contemporary forms.   

- Textual or Cultural Analysis 
 

RELS 2105-001/002 
Introduction to the New Testament  
Online Synchronous Fridays 11:15-12:05 or 1:25-2:15  
combined with Online Asynchronous / David Clausen  
The New Testament is more than it seems. Many ancient authors at various 
times and in numerous locations wrote about Jesus, those who followed him, and 

conditions in the assemblies that were founded in his name. Twenty-seven of those texts were later collected 
and came to be regarded as scripture. Our historical investigation will explore the nature of these texts and 
the cultural and social conditions that help us understand their content.  
- Cultural or Textual Analysis  
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RELS 2120-001                                                            
Christianity 
TR 10:00-11:15 / Eric Hoenes 
What is Christianity? Who is a Christian? How 
has the idea of being Christian changed over 
time and across cultures? This course will 
survey the global development of the  
Christian tradition from antiquity to the 
present and examine diversity of Christian 
communities’ beliefs and practices.  
- Cultural or Historical  Analysis 

 
 
RELS 2157-001                                                                 
Buddhism in South & SE Asia 
TR 11:30-12:45 / Alex Kaloyanides 
This course examines Buddhist traditions 
of South and Southeast Asia. We will  

cover material from ancient India through contemporary 
Southeast Asia with special attention to reading classical 
Buddhist texts and studying the development of the  
Theravada tradition and its religious, political, artistic, and 
economic contexts.   
- Historical or Textual Analysis  

  
RELS 2600-001  
Orientation to the  
Study of Religion 
Thursdays 2:30-5:15 / John Reeves 

Examines basic concepts, theories, and  
approaches that are involved in the critical, academic study 
of religion. Attention given to basic research materials and  
to standard writing practices in the discipline.  
-Oral Communication and Writing Intensive requirements 

 

 

 
RELS 3001-001  
Christianity, Slavery & The City  

of Charlotte 
MWF 12:20-1:10 / Julia Moore 
(Cross-lists with HIST 3000-A03 / AFRS 3050-004) 
Explores the history of Christianity and  
slavery in the city of Charlotte through the 

lens of American Presbyterianism and historic slave  
cemeteries. This class has a service-learning component 
where students will assist Presbyterian churches in  
discovering, restoring, and documenting historic slave  
cemeteries connected to their communities. 
- Cultural or Historical Analysis  

RELS 3000-002  
Topics in the  

Holocaust, Genocide, and 

Human Rights:  

Legacy of the Holocaust 
T 11:30-2:15 / Judy LaPietra 
(Cross-lists with AFRS) 
(Cross-lists with INTL and HGHR)  
The historical meaning and significance of the Holocaust will 
be explored, with particular emphasis on oral testimony. 
Through readings and discussions, we will analyze and  
discuss the behavior and perspectives of victims, bystanders, 
and perpetrators and our own perspectives, as students of 
the Holocaust. After reading what historians have written 
about the Nazi genocide, student teams will research the USC 
Shoah Foundation Institute’s collection of survivor  
testimonies.   
- Cultural or Historical Analysis  
 

  

RELS 3000-004 
The Problem of Evil 
MWF 12:20-1:10 / Tina Talsma 
Suffering poses a challenge to be-
lief in an all-good, all-knowing, all-
powerful God. It seems that such a God would not permit 
suffering, at least not the types of suffering we encounter in 
our world. In this course, we will study this well-known 
problem in Philosophy of Religion and theistic responses to 
it. In particular, we will focus on the responses developed by 
two Christian philosophers: Eleonore Stump and Marilyn 
McCord Adams.  
–Textual Analysis 
  

 

 
RELS 3001W-001                                                           
Muslims in America  
TR 11:30-12:45  / Will Sherman 
This course explores the history of Islam in 
the Americas with special emphasis on the 
experience of Muslims in the United States. 

Contrary to popularly held belief, Muslims have been critical 
participants in the making of American identity from the 16th 
century onwards when enslaved Muslims were forcibly 
brought from West Africa to Colonial America. In exploring 
this history, we will seek to understand the diverse ways 
Muslims in America have imagined, practiced, and negotiated 
their religious identity by engaging topics of slavery, civil 
rights, nationalism, popular culture, and Islamophobia.   
Fulfills the general education writing [W] requirement.  
- Cultural or Historical Analysis  
 

 



RELS 3125-001  

The Devil  
TR 4:00-5:15 / Eric Hoenes 
This course examines the development 

of the idea of embodied radical evil in 

Christianity-- namely, The Devil. By reading a selection of case 

studies, students will examine how Satan as well as related 

figures such as demons and witches may serve as signs of social 

difference, explanations for misfortune, forms of political  

commentary, and sources of power.  

- Cultural Analysis 
 

RELS 4000-001      

Joining & Leaving Religions: 

Studies in Conversion  

& Deconversion 

Tuesdays  2:30-5:15 / McCloud 

(Cross-lists with RELS 5000/AMST 4050) 
Why do people join a religion? Why do some leave their 

religions? This course engages that question through a  

combination of primary sources and scholarship on conversion, 

deconversion, and change.  We use a variety of sources, including 

narratives of conversions and personal change; scholarly  

theories of conversion; and social theories focused on agency, 

constraint, change, and stasis.  

–Cultural Analysis 
 

RELS 4000-090 
Malignant Fraternities:  

Hegemonic Masculinity in the 

Hebrew Bible 

Thursdays  5:30-8:15 / Barbara Thiede 

(Cross-lists with RELS 5000 / WGST 4050/ WGST 5050) 
The Hebrew Bible was written by men and for men; working 
out the terms of masculinity and establishing how it is best 
performed is essential to the biblical project. In this course, we 
will explore male friendship and male  homosociality and their 
potential homoerotic expression. We will ask how binary gen-
der performances are  undermined and address the use of sex-
ual violence against women and men in contests for power and 
authority.  
–Textual or Historical Analysis 
 

RELS 4600-001 
Senior Seminar  

W 2:30-5:15 / Julia Moore  

This capstone course for majors  

develops students’ written and spoken 

communication skills and their ability 

to critically evaluate  

the content and form of scholarship broadly centered upon 

religion. Students learn to apply and synthesize scholarly  

approaches to new subjects and situations.  

-Oral Communication and Writing Intensive requirements 

RELS 3116 -001                                                            
Paul 
Online synchronous Fridays 12:20-
1:10  combined with online asyn-
chronous work / David Clausen 
How do you think of Paul? Founder 
of a new religion? Jewish convert to Christianity? Teacher of 
a law-free gospel? In this course we will consider Paul from a 
different angle: as a faithful Jew who believed he was 
inspired to save Gentiles by bringing them to trust in the God 
of Israel before the coming of the Lord. He insisted his  
hearers adopt Jewish ethics and behaviors without also  
becoming Jews. In that way they could join their Israelite 
brothers and sisters in fulfilling the “righteous requirements 
of the law” (Rom 2:26).  
- Cultural or Textual Analysis 

 

RELS 3118-001                                                       
God and Sex in the Hebrew Bible  
TR 1:00-2:15 / Barbara Thiede  
(Cross-lists with WGST)  
Discussion of sexual boundaries, narratives of 
sexual abuse and sexual violence, tales of an 
apparent erotic eden – it’s all to be found in 
the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. This course 

will discuss sexuality and gender in biblical literature and 
culture. Our topics will include God’s own sexual  
relationships to prohibited, apparently prohibited and per-
mitted sexual relationships among humans. We’ll look at 
texts of terror and texts of amatory idylls. Our sources will 
include primary texts, midrashic discussions on the same, 
and academic commentaries. 
-Textual or Historical Analysis 
 

RELS 3122-001 
Esoteric Traditions: Gnosis & Gnosticism  

MW 4:00-5:15 / John Reeves  

Who am I? Why am I here? Where did I come from? How can 
I get out of here? From where or whom can I acquire the 
knowledge (Greek gnosis) to answer these fundamental 
questions? In this course we will survey some varieties of 
premodern gnostic (‘those in the know’) Judaism,  
Christianity, and Islam and explore how they responded to 
these sorts of questions.  
- Textual or Historical Analysis  

 

RELS 3400-001  
Applied Research / Fieldwork  
By approval / Celia Sinclair  
Internships in business or community-based organizations. 
Specific content based on contract between student,  
supervising professor and cooperating organization. Fulfills 
the [C], [H], or [T] requirement. Approximately 120 contact 
hours for the semester.  
Contact Celia Sinclair at cbsincla@uncc.edu. 
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Western Historical and Cultural Awareness 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LBST 2101 (337-340)     
Ordering the World / MW 11:15-12:05 /  

Breakouts Tuesday 10:00, 11:30, 1:00, 2:30 / Joanne Maguire  

 
Human beings are constantly involved in making, unmaking, 
and maintaining order, yet we rarely have time to reflect on 
what order is and why it matters. What is order? Is order  
inherent in nature or is it a human construct (or a mix  
of both)? When is order appropriate and necessary and 
when is it restrictive or even oppressive? What assumptions 
form the foundations for classifying and categorizing things, 
people, and ideas? This course is for incoming first-year  
students and is part of Charlotte’s Prospect for Success  
curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   LBST 2101-341 & 002 (1 & 2 term)  
                  Magic and Religion / Online Synchronous   
                               TR 4:00-5:15 / Barbara Thiede  

 

Ancient incantations and adjurations, spells and amulets, 
magic words, prophecy, divination – in what ways can and 
do religious practices, ideas and ritual intersect with magic? 
We'll begin by studying what “religion” and “magic” mean 
for scholars. Then we’ll explore how magic and religion 
overlap in both ancient and modern societies – including 
some of our own time.  
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LBST 2101-343 

Back to the Garden: Music Culture and Faith /  

TR 1:00-2:15 / Janet McDaniel 
 
This course will introduce you to the interrelatedness        
between music and religion from a local and global  
perspective. We will explore how music has been a powerful 
and essential part of religious, cultural, and social experienc-
es. We will also examine how music has been and is a means 
to teach, express, reinforce, and sometimes change religious 
doctrine, cultural belief systems, and identities.   

 
 
 

Literature and Culture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LBST 2212Q (335-338)  
Sexing Shakespeare / MW 11:15-12:05 /  

Breakouts Fridays 10:00, 11:30, 1:00, 2:30 / Kent Brintnall 
 

Sex, gender, sexuality. What do these terms mean and how 
has our understanding of each influenced the modern human  
experience over the past 400 years? We will explore such  
questions by placing four well-known plays by Shakespeare 
in conversation with current events and recent research by  
scholars in a variety of different disciplines (e.g. Biology,  
Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy, Religious Studies,  
English). Along the way, we discuss whether there might be 
better and more equitable ways to think about sex and about 
Shakespeare. This course is for incoming first-year students 
and is part of Charlotte’s Prospect for Success curriculum. No 
expertise or background in Shakespeare, in sexuality studies, 
or in gender theory is necessary for success in this course.  
 



Department Chair 

Joanne Maguire 

J.Maguire@uncc.edu 

Director of Undergraduate Studies 

Celia Sinclair 

cbsincla@uncc.edu 

Director of Graduate Studies 

Kent Brintnall 

Kent.Brintnall@uncc.edu 

For more information visit religiousstudies.charlotte.edu 
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Liberal Studies Courses 
Religious Studies faculty teach the following courses for the General Education Program 

 

Global and Intercultural Connections 
  

LBST 2102-336 & LBST 2102-337 

Asian Religions and Culture in Global Media /  
MWF 11:15-12:05 &  1:25-2:15 / Janna Shedd        

  

This course explores a variety of Asian religions and cultures and examines how they are portrayed in  

global media, such as films, documentaries, music videos, and graphic novels.  Students will learn  

about these religions through visuals, stories, and the voices of the people of the cultures themselves  

—and compare those voices to those of outsiders doing the describing.  

  

  

  
Critical Thinking and Communication 

 

 

LBST 2301 (335, 336, 338) 

A Good Life. What Is It?   
Online Asynchronous / Celia Sinclair 

 

This particular section of LBST 2301 will deal with the ways in which "a good life” has been understood  

in Western thought. What is a good life? How does one go about living it? How is happiness defined and  

understood? What are the problems we humans must address?  

  

 

 

  

                                          LBST 2301 (339, 340) 

                        Sustainability & Identity /  

           TR 10:00-11:15 & 11:30-12:45 / Tina Katsanos 
  

This course is a  study of sustainability as part of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. It includes  

an examination of the ethical dimensions of citizenship and sustainability in political, social, and religious  

contexts. We will also examine the ways in which citizenship and various religious identities  

have evolved to include environmental responsibilities.   

  

 


